
 2005 Diagnosed with 

Lyme disease in addi-

tion to toxic mold ex-

posure 

 12 years of various 

treatments, IV antibiot-

ics combined with com-

plimentary medicine 

and multiple hospitali-

zations 

 2012 January~Ari 

goes to India for First 

Human Embryonic 

Stem Cell Transplant 

(HESC) 

 2012 March~Dannie 

goes to India for HESC 

 2000 House floods 

and mold grows. Ari 

becomes ill, followed 

by Dannie a month 

later (and Kate to a 

lesser degree) with 

toxic mold exposure. 

 Family moves into ho-

tel while house is reno-

vated and nearly all 

possessions are de-

stroyed 

 2001 Ari and Dannie 

no longer able to at-

tend school, bedbound 

 2002 Kate must  re-

sign as Executive Di-

rector of nonprofit and 

sell house to care for 

children  

 2004 Kate must go 

back to work, two 

jobs, kids home alone  
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Journey of Faith and Healing 

On a daily basis Ari experi-

ences exhaustion, dizzi-

ness, migraine, back pain, 

sweats, insomnia, cogni-

tive impairment, nausea, 

skin rashes, stomach pain, 

visual disturbances, sen-

sory sensitivity and more. 

Dannie experiences the 

above with excruciating 

bone, muscle, joint and 

skin pain resulting in her 

being isolated in bed. She 

was hospitalized four 

times in 2011. 
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Growing ~ Healthy and 

Happy. Full of  Love, 

Life and Laughter  

and then…. 

Life as they knew it changed. The trajectory of their lives headed rapidly down and 

23 doctors later, a diagnosis was determined and Lyme treatment began.  

 

 

 

 

About Lyme      

Disease 

Lyme disease is a seri-

ously complex multi-

system inflammatory dis-

ease caused by a bacterial 

infection produced by the 

spiral-shaped bacteria 

called Borrelia burgdorfer 

(Bb) that is most com-

monly believed to be con-

tracted by a tick bite. The 

ticks that carry the Lyme 

bacteria often carry micro-

organisms that cause 

other diseases which also 

require treatment. When 

Lyme disease goes unde-

tected or is not adequately 

treated, it can affect every 

tissue and every major 

organ system of the body. 

A complete symptom list is 

too long to be included 

here and includes chronic 

joint, connective tissues 

and muscle pain, GI distur-

bance, immune dysfunc-

tion, heart irregularities, 

headaches, body heat 

disturbance, and neuro-

logical disease. In severe 

cases, Lyme disease can 

be fatal. 

See the website to learn 

about toxic mold illness. 

 

Dannie at UCSF               

Ari at NuTech 



I cried for the pain 
that we have suffered 
The days that we  
have lost 

That love would pull us over the moun-
tains and past the fights that we have 
fought. 
I count my blessings now 
And have no shame in my tears 
Holding on to the faith that God has 

Warriors find  bliss in the midst of the 

battle . 

As I am, I lunge back in the saddle. 

My forefathers alongside foremothers 

laid this land with such a path. 

So I will I ride it till the sun has cast  

A golden blanket over all.~Dannie 2011 

given me purpose here. 
 
Some one said "running only slows you 
down" 
 
So I wait, patience fleeting but not yet 
dissolved. 
 
Some one  said "don't let the world drag 
you around" 
 
So I stand, though faint, holding my  
ground. ~ excerpts from Dannie 2007 

Up Close and Personal 

From Dannie’s Heart  

 

 

My 

name is Kevin Gonzales and I 

had the privilege to produce the 

video for Kate, Ari, and Dannie. 

My company, 12 Point Produc-

tions, specializes in corporate, 

documentary, and movie pro-

ductions. In my time filming with 

the Steele-Baker family I had the 

first hand opportunity to get to 

know who these three amazing 

people really are. It is a family 

that has walked through fire, 

battled insurmountable obsta-

cles, and climbed walls that 

seemed to have no end. And in 

all that they have managed, with 

great humility, to keep their 

faith and stay strong as a family 

and stay strong in friendship. 

Even in their time of great pain 

and suffering they still think and 

care for others and will not hesi-

tate to give of themselves if the 

call arises. Kate has been gra-

cious to me since the day I met 

her and the gratitude from Ari 

and Dannie is overwhelming. 

The amount of love that pours 

out of each and every one of 

them simply cannot be meas-

ured. It is a family that truly is a 

light on a hill for all to see and... 

exemplify. 

Kevin Gonzales is the lead producer 

and owner of 12 Point Productions 

video production company. He 

volunteered hours upon hours of 

time to come along side the Steele-

Baker Family, demonstrating great 

compassion and love.   Many 

thanks to Kevin and his family, 

.www.12point.net 

Kevin Gonzales 
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“The amount of 

love that pours 

out of each of 

them simply 

cannot be 

measured. It is 

a family that 

truly is a light 

on a hill for all 

to see and... 

exemplify.” 

Kevin  Gonzales, 12Point 

Productions 

Montgomery High ‘73 

Fundraising Core 
Group  

Row 1 Nancy, Robert 
and Micky                             
Row 2 Joan, Jan, 
Robert, Sheila, Denise, 
Geoff and Shelly                           
Row 3 Wayne, Glenn 
and Chris  



Through the last 9 years that I 

have witnessed Ari fighting for 

his life, I've come to greatly 

respect and admire this coura-

geous young man. Through pain 

and setbacks he's remained 

positive and optimistic, always 

planning for a better future. 

New ideas for a business, writ-

ing business plans, reading 

scripture, developing spiritually, 

creating a beautiful vegetable 

garden and all the while suffer-

ing from debilitating Lyme Dis-

ease. Though there have been 

countless days he has not been 

able to rise from his bed, days 

his mother had to feed him, he 

did not give up. While fighting 

for his own life, he was dedi-

cated to his sister’s healing 

insisting that she have the first 

opportunity to receive HESC. 

When her debilitation pre-

vented her from travel and Ari 

was sent ahead, he paved the 

way for her to follow him to 

advocating on her behalf, antici-

pating her needs, providing 

encouragement and support to 

both his sister and mother. 

Among his dreams are to heal 

so that he is able to provide for 

both his sister and mother. His 

intelligence and determination 

helped him return to college 

after testing out of high school, 

to learn and excel academically. 

Ari, when well, will build his 

place in the world and his con-

tribution will be significant.  

Wayne Janisch, family friend 

gence that is difficult to comprehend. 
That she has coped for over 12 
years and held on to hope is testa-
ment to her stamina and strength of 
spirit. Over half her life and nearly all 
her formative years a memory of 
pain and heartache. While her peers 
moved on to high school and later to 
colleges she could only dream about, 
Dannie lay in bed suffering from 
painful symptoms too numerous to 
recount. Dannie is highly intelligent 
and emotionally mature. She adores 
children and her dream was to be-
come an OB/Gyn. For years I have 
sat with her for hours at least twice 
weekly and watched this horror un-

Since my introduction to 12-year old 
Dannie several years ago I have 
seen a life virtually destroyed by 
mysterious, life-threatening Lyme 
Disease. In a world of illness such as 
cancer, diabetes, heart disease 
where treatment conventions are 
known and globally accepted Lyme 
is strange, unknown and in the medi-
cal field it’s very existence is broadly 
denied. To cope with such a debilitat-
ing and insidious attack where every 
response is speculation would chal-
lenge the sanity of anyone. Dannie 
Steele is not just anyone. In her 
personal hell she continues to pos-
sess strength of character and intelli-

fold. I have responded to late night 
calls to provide comfort in some ER 
when the pain was too much to bear, 
or new frightening symptoms 
emerged. I have witnessed several 2
-6 week hospital stays where MDs 
hovered and encouraged only to 
discharge her with no answers, no 
help, no advice on how to manage 
the constant and extreme pain. She 
is incomparably brave, stalwart and 
highly intelligent. Given health, she 
would contribute so much to the 
world and humanity. She is all heart 
and courage. 
 
Wayne Janisch, family friend 

Ari 

Dannie  

You Can Help with an End of the Year Contribution 

 
Make a recurring or one-time 

donation through  

Pay Pal  

(not tax-deductible)  

Go to Donations page at  

HelpAriAndDannie.com 
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“Ari, when well, 
will build his place 
in the world and 
his contribution 
will be 
significant.”  
 
“Dannie, given 
health, would 
contribute so 
much to the world 
and humanity. She 
is all heart and 
courage.” 

Make a tax-deductible  
donation by sending a 

check: 

Lymelight Foundation 
Steele-Baker Medical Fund 

P.O. Box 5142 
Belmont, CA 94002 

Next Steps: 

~Dannie and Ari have had their 

first HESC transplants with sig-

nificant improvement. Dannie will 

need 3-4 more treatments and 

Ari 1-2. 

~Dannie is in desperate need of 

multidisciplinary pain treatment 

and rehabilitation necessitated 

by years of being bedbound 

and not covered by insurance. 

Funds are needed as soon as 

possible . 

~A core group of special people 

are needed to plan a fundrais-

ing activity for the Peninsula 

and/or virtual! (707.217.6319)  

Make a recurring or one-
time donation, tax-

deductible, through your 
own bank’s “bill payer ser-

vice” to: 

 Lymelight Foundation 
Steele-Baker Medical Fund 

P.O. Box 5142 
Belmont, CA 94002 



This was the first time in years 

that Dannie has been able to 

get out of 

bed and 

dressed, and 

out of the 

house to 

spend Ari’s 

birthday with 

him!!! 

This would 

not have 

been possi-

ble without 

your help. 

 

 

 

 

Ari Birthday ~October 17, 2012 

The Steele-Baker family has bravely faced devastating illness of both Ari and Dannie for 12 years and now 

needs a community of support. With our help, they will be strengthened and encouraged to not lose heart, and 

to hold onto their dreams for a vibrant future. It is our goal to assist Ari and Dannie to acquire the medical treat-

ment they need to return to a vibrant state of health and to pursue their educational goals and aspirations. 

They are brilliant young people who have so much to offer the world, and are anxious to be self sustaining and 

to give back to the community, Ari as a business-minded inventive entrepreneur, and Dannie as a doctor, who 

dreams of serving people without adequate access to health care. 

Contact person: Glenn Pope 

707-217-6319 

helparianddannie@gmail.com 

Blog: AriAndDannie.com 

HelpAriAndDannie.com 

Thank you to the 

LymeLight 

Foundation and to 

Harvest Christian 

Center Redwood City 

for providing grants, 

Yoga of Los Altos, 

Crossroads Fitness 

San Mateo and 

Montgomery High 

School Santa Rosa 

class of ‘73 for 

holding fundraisers, 

and numerous 

individual donors 

which enabled 

Dannie’s and Ari’s first 

life-saving human 

embryonic transplants 

in 2012. 

Thank You.  

“The Lord bless you, and 

keep you; 

The Lord make His face shine 

on you, And be gracious to 

you.. And give you peace." 

Numbers 6:22-27 

Steele-Baker Children 

Medical Fund 

P.O. Box 5142 

Belmont, CA 94002 


